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Foreign tourists to Japan exceed 20 million for first time in 4 years

JNTO(Japan National Tourism Organization) announced on December 20th that the estimated
number of foreign visitors to Japan between January and November 2023 totaled 22.33 million. It has
exceeded 20 million for the first time ( (D ) the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Looking at the number of foreign travelers by country/region, Korea had the highest number, followed
by Taiwan, China, USA and Hong Kong. The number of visitors from China, who used to make up the
bulk of visitors to Japan, remained at about one-third of the level in 2019. China lifted its ban on group
tours to Japan last August, but flights from China to Japan have not seen a recovery yet. Chinese tourists
are reluctant to come to Japan, because the Chinese government has strongly opposed the release of
treated water from the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant.

Since Japan ended the world's strictest border measures in October 2022, a weak yen is helping
tourism by boosting the spending power of travelers from abroad, making Japan a bargain destination.

A Thai man in his 30s who traveled in Osaka and Kyoto for 4 nights and 5 days in July said: “I had a
strong image that Japan was expensive, but @that image has gone. I feel that Japan is a country where
you can enjoy a comfortable trip at a reasonable price.”

While it’s good news for Japan’s tourism industry, the rising number of travelers has already led to

problems. Japan’s Tourism Ministry announced new prevention plans to combat problems of overtourism.
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Ql THROIKANZHERAZZEZEILL).

Q2 Where do foreign tourists come from? Give the name of top 5 countries.

Q3 PHEASALRIL.
(1)2019 ISR, EDLEVDABISARY F LD,

(Q)PEABAENE—IDELY B> TWEEHEHALELL),

Q4 How much is | dollar in yen today?

Q5 How is weak yen helping tourism in Japan?

Q6 THEOIZHOWTEHBELILLD,

EEE Weakening Yen saps Japanese consumer power—NHK WORLD-JAPAN NEWS
A% | 0:45 T 2023 1~9 BOABHBBORBERLETI7HHTEET,

American tourists flock to Japan to take advantage of weak yen, strong US dollar
[South China Morning Post/2 mins]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcO7HPs9bYA



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pc07HPs9bYA

What are Japan’s new anti-overtourism measures?

Mainichi Newspaper says, “Overtourism is the excessive concentration of tourists in particular areas,
which makes life difficult for locals and destroys the scenery. Itis also called ‘tourism pollution.” Venice,
Barcelona, Angkor Wat, Mt. Fuji, and many sightseeing places in the world have been struggling with
overtourism. How can we manage the crowds of tourists while protecting the environment and the rights
of local residents?

Last October, Japan Tourism Ministry outlined mainly two new plans to counter overtourism. First,

(Dto strengthen infrastructure. The plan aims to boost the number of buses and taxis to better cope with

visitor numbers in popular cities. 2The authorities suggested establishing direct bus routes from key

stations to popular destinations specifically for tourists, and raising fare prices during the busiest time to

encourage travel during non-peak hours.

Secondly, 3the decentralization. It means spreading Japan’s tourism away from overcrowded spots

such as Kyoto and Tokyo, and drawing visitors to less-known rural areas. The plan will develop tourism
in 11 “model destinations” including Ise-Shima in Mie Prefecture and eastern Hokkaido.

Kyoto Prefecture is taking its own countermeasures to disperse tourists. The prefecture has
promoted its northern part as "Kyoto by the Sea." The area has the city of Miyazu, home to the Amano-
hashidate sandbar, one of the three most scenic spots in Japan, and the city of Uji, where famous green

tea leaves are grown.
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Ql “overtourism”HDEHZHALILLD,

Q2 What cities and places in the world are suffering from overtourism?

Q3 THROLIE EEHI@AETEIETED,

Q4 THOTIZ. 2 DOFENZEIT LN TVET, FNFNIIOWVT HBALFILL,

Q5 TR BEAEMI@METEILTTD,

Q6 What do you think is the most crowded spots in Kyoto?

Q7 What are the highlights of Miyazu city and Uji city?
* Miyazu city
* Uji city

[ E | Jopan take steps towards establishing overtourism countermeasures | WION
'E https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdrQZPG-EiA
=] A>RND=2—2%FH# /2 mins /



https://www.euronews.com/travel/2023/06/12/the-most-scenic-bus-routes-in-england-that-cost-under-three-euros
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdrQZPG-EiA

How Mount Fuji fell victim to overtourism

Since Mt. Fuji was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List as a ( (D ) property in 2013, increased

tourism has created three problems: congestion, pollution, and bullet climbers.

[Congestion]

“Congestion and traffic jams on the mountain trails are a major source of dissatisfaction among
climbers, as hikers who want to see the sunrise all gather near the summit,” a climber from Hong Kong
says.

Izumi Masatake, a Yamanashi prefecture official, explains: “When a large number of people end up in
a human traffic jam below the summit, there could be jostling and falls or falling rocks, which could lead
to serious accidents. This is a horrifying possibility for us."

To improve the situation, officials capped the number of climbers to 4,000 per day for the popular
Yoshida trail. However, it is not working. Unlike in the US, national parks and World Heritage sites

in Japan do not have gates keeping visitors out.

[ Pollution ]
Mt. Fuji was not recognized as a World Natural Heritage Site due to the garbage problem. A large
amount of trash and waste [(®leave] behind in Mt. Fuji has been a big problem for the local community.

Thanks to the “garbage patrols” by the volunteer group, the situation is getting better, but pollution is still

a big problem.
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Ql Z=HOIIANBELZBUILLD, A) cultural B) natural

Q2 BEXWrHEAB32DF—/N\—V—)XLBRBELIE A TTH,

Q3 Why are many mountain climbers dissatisfied when they reached the top of Mt. Fuji?
Q4 What will happen when a large number of people gather around the summit?

Q5 THI>WT

1) “it” I3 z_LETH,

2) Why isn’t it working?

Q6 Qlleave] ##EI R FIEAIEZLL),

Q7 Who is doing the garbage patrols in Mt. Fuji?

Japan: tourism is spoiling Mt. Fuji [Reuters,2 mins]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PK|tUfE5q_g



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PK1tUfE5q_g

[Bullet climbing]
Lastly, bullet climbers. Recently, there has been a trend called “@bullet climbing,” in which hikers

begin their ascent at night, pushing on until dawn, without staying in a mountain lodge to acclimatize

their bodies to the air pressure. Some hikers even try to climb in unsuitable clothing, such as T-shirt,

short pants, and beach sandals. As they don’t plan well in advance, they suffer from altitude sickness

and hypothermia.
ascent E%2¥ push on BT 5 mountain lodge W/MNE acclimatize A to B:A % B D& EICIERS
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Q8 THROXIIFTTTH,

Q9 What should we wear when climbing Mt. Fuji?

Q10 What will happen to those who climb Mt. Fuji wearing T-shirt, short pants and beach sandals?
Q11  What kind of health problems would you have when you climb high mountains?

Q12 Have you ever climbed a mountain? Please describe your experience.

QI3 How can we stop “bullet climbing” of foreign tourists? Give two suggestions.

KRXDOXZMEELEL & 9,

1) A weak yen is boosting the spending power of travelers, making Japan a bargain destination.

2) “I feel Japan is a country where you can enjoy a comfortable trip at a reasonable price.”

3) Overtourism is the excessive concentration of tourists in particular areas, which makes life difficult

for locals and destroys the scenery.

4 ) Increased climbers have created three problems: congestion, pollution, and bullet climbers.

5) Mt. Fuji was not recognized as a World Natural Heritage Site due to the garbage problem.
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